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severance, however, And persistent replanting got over
the difficulty, and now the third and fourth years1 seed-
lings gave every promise of as healthy and fine a planta-
tion as any of those in the neighbourhood occupying a
more sheltered situation and better soil.

The forest is at present rather a plantation than a
game preserve. There has, however, been a consider-
able improvement in the latter respect also during the
decade 1866-77. Formerly deer were very scarce here,
indeed had almost disappeared. But the new owner
of the Varzin forest, in co-operation with his neighbours
on all sides, succeeded in maintaining a close season,
and now there is a fair number along the course of the
Wipper and the Grabow and on the wooded heights,
where a stag is also met with occasionally, as well as
wild boar. The herons, large numbers of which for-
merly decimated the fish in the ponds, have been
mostly destroyed or have left a district no longer safe
for them. It would appear that efforts to check the
devastation caused by the otter have not yet met with
the desired success.

The Chancellor has also devoted a great deal of
attention to the arable land which he acquired. Whole
tracts that hitherto lay fallow have now been cultivated
and made tolerably productive. Thanks to the system
of drainage he has introduced, marshy ground has been
turned into good meadow land; and irrigation has also
been provided where it was necessary and possible.
Nevertheless, the agricultural returns from the estate
remain small compared with its extent, and the surplus
left after the indispensable outlay is probably not very
considerable. The Prince's territory with its hills and
uplands (rising, in one instance, over 500 feet above the
level of the Baltic), with its dells and valleys, its beech